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PROTOCOL 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
I want to thank God for his grace upon my life and for making it possible for us all to be 
here to witness today's occasion.  I have no doubt in my mind of the expectations of my 
Colleagues, Family and Friends as well as well - wishers as I take up this exalted position 
of Chairman of the Branch. This is particularly so as NSE Port Harcourt Branch is the 
Branch to beat in the annals of NSE, consistently wining laurels and having acquired 
enormous assets and liabilities over the past years.  The Branch has attained a standard 
that should not only be maintained but has to be improved upon. While I ponder on these 
and many other expectations, I believe in my mind that our distinguished Elders, Past 
Chairmen, Fellows and Members will continue to show their usual support to this 
administration as they have always done with past administrations of the Branch. 
 
The mantle of leadership has been handed over, and the time is now for us to take up the 
responsibility of leadership. What is obvious at this point is for us to accept the trust of 
leadership bestowed on us and pursue this responsibility to impact positively on our 
colleagues and indeed other people that require our services. These we shall strive to do 
with all vigour and sincerity of purpose at all times in the course of our stipulated tenure. 
 
OUR FOCUS 
The focus of this administration will be centered on the implementation of a corporate 
strategy to reposition the Port Harcourt Branch of the Nigerian Society of Engineers for 
higher operational effectiveness and continuous relevance in the larger Nigerian Society 
through corporate and individual empowerment, proactive activities and professional 
development and discipline. 
 
The Corporate Strategy to reposition the Branch for higher operational effectiveness and 
continuous relevance will be anchored on the following goals; 
 
i. Infusion of Proactive Responses to issues of National and Societal Significance 
ii. Economic Empowerment of Members - collectively and individually 
iii. Honoring our deserving senior colleagues and appreciating active members 
 
ENGINEERING RESOURCE CENTRE 



The Engineering Resource Centre (ERC) Project is a brain child of Engr. B. J. Benibo, 
FNSE as Chairman. The Centre was conceived as a model for training, retraining and 
equipping of engineers with world – class state - of -the - art engineering techniques and 
facilities to confront the requirements of modern day engineering and effectively fit into the 
Nigerian Content Framework of the Federal Government. The Project when completed will 
discourage Government and Organizations from sending their personnel overseas for 
training since it will be cheaper and more effective to bring resource persons here rather 
than send bulk of our personnel overseas. The ERC will also attempt to bridge the ever 
widening gap between the Universities and Industries that result from the evolving 
technological dynamics. 
 
The ERC project has been designed and re-designed to meet the demands of modern day 
engineering training centre. The Branch has thus acquired about 30 plots of Land along 
the Prof. Tam David West Boulevard in the Greater Port Harcourt and had spent so much 
money in preliminary works on the Land. We are at the moment constrained from carrying 
out further works on the project as the Greater Port Harcourt Authority's Policy on the use 
of Land in that area affects our continuous development on the Land. 
 
While we continue to dialogue with the authorities of the Greater Port Harcourt to continue 
development on our property or re-allocate us to a new site within the area, we like to 
appreciate all those that have so far contributed towards the ERC projects and further 
appeal to the Federal, State, Corporate Organizations and Individuals to key into this very 
important project to the benefit of our State and Country at large. 
 
BRANCH PROPERTY AT OYIGBO 
This administration will vigorously pursue the development of the Branch property at 
Oyigbo with a view to expanding our assets base. The Branch Development and Property 
Maintenance Committee will be empowered to ensure that the property is fully developed 
to the benefit of the Branch and members. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ENGINEERING PROFESSIONALISM  
Quite clearly, over the years what is obtainable with both the Government and other 
Stakeholders in the Engineering Industries is the relegation of engineering professional 
development to the background in their scheme of things. The operating strategies 
perfected to encourage quackery and incompetence in engineering service delivery by the 
various Stakeholders in the past should be discouraged and training, retraining and 
equipping of qualified engineers should have priority placement, such that employment is 
created rather than seek employment. Incessant strikes in our tertiary institutions that 
affect the quality of training of engineering personnel should be avoided and a conducive 
training environment created for teachers of engineering in order that engineering curricula 
are not abridged for any reason. The stakeholders should learn to appreciate and honour 
them.  In the words of one of my Past Chairman, Engr. Dr. A. H. Igoni, MNSE “politics and 
engineering practice needs to be aligned in order that natural provisions are effectively and 
efficiently transformed into a better life for our citizenry”.  
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTRE/LIBRARY 



The Chairman of the Port Harcourt Branch Information Technology Centre/ Library 
Committee, Engr. Chief G. Massari, FNSE has been very supportive of this arm of the 
Branch. This administration will strive to build on the gains made in this respect and 
endeavor to expand what we have at the moment to what is required in the Industries. 
 
ELEME BRANCH FORMATION 
The President of the Nigerian Society of Engineers, Engr. Ademola Isaac Olorunfemi, 
FNSE in his inaugural speech stressed the importance of the Branches of NSE and his 
resolve to encourage it to function fully. In line with this, we shall work with the Eleme 
Branch formation Committee to realize its actualization. The Eleme Branch if eventually 
approved by Council will be a unique platform for us to reach out to the grass roots and 
also to effectively explore the potentials of our colleagues in that axis for the benefit of 
engineering and Society at large. 
 
NSE PORT HARCOURT BRANCH SECRETARIAT STAFF 
The Branch has a team of active and dedicated Staff at the Secretariat. This administration 
will strive to encourage them by improving their welfare as well as retraining them for more 
effective service delivery, while not compromising discipline amongst Staff and between 
Staff and Branch Officials and Members. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The Nigerian Society of Engineers, Port Harcourt Branch has come a long way and it is 
our desire to continue to consolidate on the gains so far attained, we therefore, call on all 
members of the Branch to continue to support the Branch through this administration by 
every legitimate means to move the Branch to higher heights. 
 
APPRECIATION 
I give the almighty God all the glory for His grace and mercies towards me and my family 
and for making this day a reality. I am very grateful to my father late Mr. Theophilus Briggs 
who believed so much in me and my mother for her continuous prayers for me. 
 
I thank members of the Nigerian Society of Engineers, Port Harcourt Branch for giving me 
the opportunity to serve them in the capacity of Chairman. I want to particularly thank our 
respected elders and Past Chairmen, who have shown so much confidence in my ability to 
serve. My friend and Colleague Engr. Dr. A. H. Igoni who has always been there for me, I 
say thank you. 
 
I thank my boss, friend and brother Hon. Dr. T. W. Danagogo, the Chief hosts of today's 
event for his continuous believe and support for me. I also like to thank Alabo Engr. Prof. 
K. D. H. Bob-Manuel who had given me every opportunity and tutelage I needed to grow, 
he is a pillar in my life. 
 
My wife has been quite supportive and understanding in my very busy and tight schedules 
on almost a daily basis and had thought our lovely daughter to cope with my activities, I 
say thank you. 
 



Finally, I wholeheartedly thank everybody here for being part of this programme including 
those that sponsored congratulatory messages. I must appreciate my immediate Past 
Chairman, Engr. Denis A. A. Dania, FNSE for his understanding towards me while I was 
serving as Vice Chairman of the Branch. I will like to mention the paramount ruler of 
Rumuogba Town, HRH. Barr. Dr. Temple N. Ejekwu, JP who took the call to stand as 
Royal Father of the Day. My friends, my colleagues, and members of the Investiture 
Planning Committee and indeed a host of others I am not able to list. Thank you so much. 
 
I wish you all journey mercies to your various destinations. 
 
I thank you all for listening and may God bless you. 
 
 
Engr. Kombo Theophilus- Johnson, MNSE 
Chairman, NSE, Port Harcourt Branch 
 
23rd January, 2014 


